
Uppermill Contest Rules

1  The Contest is open to all Adult Brass Bands of 
not more than 25 performers plus conductor. In 
the case of Youth bands this number shall be 50 
performers plus conductor, and which may include 
up to 4 players over the age of 18 years. 

2  If the conductor plays, he/she will be counted as 
one of that number even if he/she is a professional 
musician and conducting more than one band.

3  Band representatives must sign in at the 
Registration Point on the Museum Car Park, but to 
receive an order of play the full band must also be 
present. The play number will be allocated in order 
of the coach arrival. Bands who are not ready to 
play at their appointed time will have to re-register 
and will lose their original playing order or even be 
withdrawn from the contest.

4  Contest start time is 4:00 pm. Registration 
opens at 3:30 pm and bands are requested to 
play as early as possible as no registration will 
be allowed after 10:30 pm or earlier on the 
instructions of the police. 

5  UK bands must register in accordance with 
British National Gradings. Overseas bands will be 
accepted in the relevant section to match their 
own National Grading. 

6  When instructed by the Band Steward, bands 
must play from the Assembly Point and march 
up High Street toward the former bank building, 
preceded by a Board Carrier showing the name 
of the band and the title of the piece of music 
that will be played in the Contest Arena. During 
the march up bands will be judged for the 
Deportment prizes. There is no restriction on the 
number of players to be included in the march up. 

7  Bands must cease playing totally when instructed 
by the Steward so as not to interfere with any 
band playing in the Contest Arena. This includes 
the beating of time. The band will be led through 
the gardens to the Contest Arena.

8  For the Quickstep contest bands must play a 
published march (own choice), an unmarked 
copy of which should be handed to the Contest 
Steward on arrival at the Arena. They must play 
within the designated area. Percussion instruments 
must not be used during the Quickstep contest. 

9  After playing the bands will be directed to where 
they rejoin their coach further along High Street.

10  No one shall be allowed to enter the room to 
interrupt the Adjudicator in the execution of his/
her duty.

11  The section prizes are only available to bands who 
hold a National Grading for the relevant sections 
in which they compete, in accordance with Rule 
5. Grading checks will be made in the event of
any appeal or complaint. A band can only win one
prize in the Quickstep competition.

12  The Open section prizes will be awarded to the 
four bands that score the most overall marks.

13  Prizes for the First, Second, Third, Fourth and Youth 
sections will be awarded to the bands graded 
highest in their respective categories but excludes 
any band winning one of the other section prizes.

14  The prizes awarded in the Local section are 
awarded to those scoring the most marks but 
excludes any band winning one of the other 
section prizes. Eligible bands have a registered 
headquarters within a radius of 8 miles of 
Uppermill.

15  Prizes for the Saddleworth section are awarded to 
those scoring the most marks but excludes any 
band winning one of the other section prizes. 
Eligible bands have headquarters in the district of 
Saddleworth or are deemed to be Saddleworth 
bands by the Contest organisers.

16  The prizes will be awarded solely at the discretion 
of the Adjudicator whose decision is final, provided 
no objections have been received.

17  Objections are to be made in writing to the 
Secretary in the Ring together with a fee for £10 
which will be refunded if the objection is upheld 
but will be forfeited if the objection is over-ruled.

18  Results will be announced through the 
Saddleworth & Whit Friday website who in turn 
pass them to 4barsrest 

19  The prize money in £ sterling and trophies will 
be presented at a Formal Presentation Evening, 
date to be announced. They will only be given 
to a bone-fide representative of the winning 
band. Trophies to be held for eleven months and 
returned to the contest organisers in a good and 
clean condition by 1st May 2023.

20  Contact can be made with the contest organisers 
by email to uppermill@saddleworthwhitfriday.co.uk 


